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SUBJ: NAMIBIA : ABDUCTION OF OVAMBO PUPILS 

REF: CAPE TOWN 343 

1 . ON MARCH 1, ANGLICAN VICAR GENERAL ED MORROW GAVE 
VISITING EMBOFF HIS VERSION OF THE DEPARTURE TO ANGOLA OF 
PUPILS FROM THE ANGLICAN MISSION SCHOOL AT ODIBO. ACCORDING 
TO MORROW, WHO VISITED ODIBO SHORTLY AFTER THE INCIDENT, 

240 OUT OF 300 STUDENTS, AGED FROM 10 TO 20, WERE NO LONGR 

AT THE SCHOOL. ONE OF THE SCHOOL S FIFTEEN TEACHERS HAD ALSO 
DEPARTED. 

2. MORROW BELIEVES THAT THE EXODUS WAS PLANNED BY THE 
STUDENTS AT THE SCHOOL. THIS, HE SAID, IS SUPPORTED 

BY PARENTS OF BOARDING STUDENTS HAVING RECEIVED LETTERS 
FROM THEIR CHILDREN SUGGESTING THAT THEY WOULD SOON BE 
LEAVING THE COUNTRY. ACCORDING TO MORROW, THE SECURITY 
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POLICE HAD INFO THAT THE STUDENTS WERE PLANNING 
TO FLEE, BUT WERE CAUGHT OFF GUARD ON THE SPECIFIC 
DATE. THE EXODUS ITSELF BEGAN ON THE EVENING OF FEB 21, 

WHEN A SMALL GROUP OF STUDENTS ENCOUNTERED SWAPO 
GUERRILLAS NEAR THE MISSION AND ASKED TO BE TAKEN TO 
ANGOLA. THEY INFORMED THE GUERRILLAS THAT MANY MORE 
STUDENTS ALSO WISHED TO LEAVE. AND RETURNED TO THE 
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MISSION WITH THE GUERRILLAS TO COLLECT THEM. 

3. MORROW BELIEVES THAT THE LARGE MAJORITY OF THE 
PUPILS LEFT FOR ANGOLA VOLUNTARILY, ALTHOUGH HE DOES 
NOT DOUBT THAT SOME MAY HAVE BEEN PERSUADED OR COERCED. 
HE ADDED THAT HE RECEIVES ALMOST DAILY REPORTS FROM 
OVAMBO OF YOUNG PEOPLE FLEEING TO ANGOLA. 

4. AS REPORTED REFTEL, MORROW IS AN AVID SWAPO 
SUPPORTER AND IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT HIS VERSION 
OF THE INCIDENT SHOULD EXCULPATE SWAPO. MOST OTHER 
OBSERVERS AND POLITICAL LEADERS IN WINDHOEK, ALTHOUGH 
FURTHER REMOVED FROM THE SITUATION THAT MORROW, 
CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT THE STUDENTS WERE ABDUCTED. 
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